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Introduction 1
Coral reefs throughout the world are under severe challenges from a variety of 2 environmental factors including overfishing, destructive fishing practices, coral 3 bleaching, ocean acidification, sea-level rise, algal blooms, agricultural run-off, 4 coastal and resort development, marine pollution, increasing coral diseases, invasive 5 species, and hurricane/cyclone damage, (Gardner et al. 
RESULTS 3

Environmental climate stressors-tropical storms and bleaching events 4
Hurricanes that had the potential to impact the reef sites during the study 5 period are shown in Fig. 2 , with their paths of travel. Only one of these storms 6 resulted in any significant damage on the reefs, Ivan in 2004, a category 4 hurricane 7 as it passed south of the island. Visually, the damage was minimal as far as reef 8 destruction was concerned, with some A. palmata colonies being fragmented and 9 overturned, notably at Pear Tree Bottom (personal observation). Although hurricane 10
Emily in 2005 was also a category 4 hurricane, the eye passed sufficiently south of the 11 island so that the impact involved sediment transfer owing to the high winds and rain 12 at all the sites studied. The growth rates are similar to those reported by Huston 2 (1985) . There were few significant differences between the sites for each species 3 studied, or across the time period of the study. Where growth rates were higher, they 4 tended to be higher at Dairy Bull reef, but the differences were not significant. 
